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March 6, 19£9 
12:1x0 p.m. 



MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH 3F.CY DULLES 

The Secretary telephoned from Walter ileed. Said he was f P ,ii m 

Secy said he understood the President may be conrin* out this 

SSrSc^aSS SI f *?" ^""""t hoped to 'cornet Sound 
4 uu. &eo, asked what developed this morning CAH sa id the mePtinc 

Wt a .round battle. " *°° d t0 C0 ^ inCe the:n TO w111 not 

it h«f t'rfhf = hat iS What he 5Sid to mmA Adenauer; JFD told Adenauer 
it has to be a war we can win, not one we are bound to lose. AdGnaUer 

CAH said Lyndon Johnson kept tryin- to set President to m P k P a 
cate G onc statement that we had enough strength if ^ I + 

negotiations to seotSthis " WH^i^S tT"^"™" 00 "^'" 
afternoon. J H , aslt ed nth H ho, and Mil* £d the ?^£ e rt ™"U " 




J I'D said it must be realized that if the Soviets by threatening 
to do things by force do destroy our rights and force us to retreat 
and make concessions, it is just the beginning. JFD said if we are 
perfectly firm in our position he is personally convinced that the-e 
is not one chance in 1000 the Soviets will push it to the point of 
war. 



CAH said he didn't like the British line in Selwyn Lloyd's 
message. CAH said he showed it to the President and showed" him 
draft reply to Soviet note prepared by Merchant. CAH said he 
recommended to President we go ahead a shoot the draft to our allies"' 
instead of waiving until Kacmiilan comes here. JFD said Ha c mi 1 Ian ' 
is trying to get all the domestic political mileage he can ret and 
JFD said we are not unsympathetic to this since we don't innt to see 
Bevan win the election, and FED said within reason there is no obiection 
to giving him an important role as far as the appearance of things is 
concerned but to JFD's mind this whole thing is very vital from the stand- 
point of our whole NATO posture and position. JFD said there is no 
point in having troops there— which are expensive to maintain— if those 
troops won't be used if need be. 

CAH said the President made clear yesterday at KSC that regarding 
overflights, communications, etc., we can't go alone- bv ourselves. 
We would have to pull out of N.\T0. JFD s aid he thinks the Germans 
and trie French are prepared to stand firm; JFD said the only pressures 
are from the British and they will be powerful. CAH referred' to a 
remark made by C aC oia to Dillon at dinner to the effect that "the 
British people will never be atomized for the sake of Berlin". 
JFD said what are they willing to be "atomized" for: if that is true 
we better ^M3£MMSiOX cut them out. JFD said he didn't like the 
communique; that there were signs of weakeess all through it. CAH agreed. 

CAH said on the Camp David idea, he was certain the President and 
ivacmillaril would not do this unless JFD could go there. CpH sa i d the 
President felt the facilities there were more comfortable for JFD and 
he could be taken care of better and be able to rest as JFD felt, need 
of it rather than have JFD travelling back and foeth to the white House. 
CAh reiterated he was certain President and Kacmiilan would abandon this 
idea if it were not feasible from JFD's standpoint. JFD said it is a 
very awkward situation. JFD said he didn't w^nt to hold on to the 
V" ? H he ^° u l dn,t d0 the ^b. CAH said the Secy should not worry 
about this; that all anybody wanted was for JFD to get back into harness. 
J*D said the doctor told him today there would probably b- two weeks 
more of the X-ray, and said that is a very weakening orocess and that 
it will still be goMig on during the Macmillan visit," but JFD said 
treatment can be interrupted without serious imoairment. JFD said he 
is really worried that Kacmiilan is going to be preoared to compromise 
on recognition of the SDR, etc., which would be a ^n for the Soviet 
Union. JFD said he doesn't think they are entitled to *et any net 
gain, said what is wrong with the Berlin situation? Said we nearly 
had a war ten years ago and we reached a compromise; the only trouble is 



n 11 ''^^ ?° L ? fI t0 ° K ° od rrora th0 Communist's standpoint 
J*D said thia ia just so much talk about comnotitJon bet X hoi r 
system and ours; that when they are comnnting noarby, they can't 
stand the comp-jrinon. J1''D mud th -,-i- i- m,, ~\ n ,v ' ' y an z 

Tor raisin, this problem S d Wk< R^v, ^ "t?"" ln tho WOrld 



